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Lonnie R. Snowden Ph.D. 

Psychologist Lonnie R. Snowden is Professor of the Graduate School in the Health Policy 
and Management Program in the School of Public Health, University of California, 
Berkeley. Snowden also holds appointments in the UC Berkeley-UCSF Joint Medical 
Program, in the Diversity and Health Disparities Cluster at Berkeley’s HAAS Institute, in 
Berkeley’s Psychology Department, in Berkeley’s Institute for Personality and Social 
Research, in the Brown School, Washington University, St. Louis, and at RAND. 
Snowden’s research focuses on mental health and other health services disparities in 
access and quality of care, and on understanding disparities from treatment systems and 
mental health policy perspectives. Snowden has published more than 170 papers in the 
peer-reviewed research literature and has received 6 research grants from the National 
Institute of Mental Health, as well as receiving awards from many other sources. 
Snowden contributed to “Mental Health: A Report of the Surgeon General” and was 
co-scientific editor of “Mental Health: Culture, Race, and Ethnicity: A Supplement 
to Mental Health: A Report of the Surgeon General”. His awards for outstanding 
achievement include The American Psychological Association” Award for Distinguished 
Contributions to Research in Public Policy, The Surgeon General’s Exemplary Service 
Award, the Berkeley Citation, and the American Public Health Association’s Steve 
Banks Mentoring Award.  

Kirk W. Dabney, M.D. 

Kirk Dabney is an assistant professor of Orthopedic Surgery in the Department of 
Pediatric Orthopedic Surgery at the Nemours Alfred I. duPont hospital for Children.  He 
received his Bachelor’s in Arts degree (AB) from Princeton University.  While at 
Princeton, he was captain of the Princeton wrestling team and earned All-Ivy status in 
wrestling.  Dr. Dabney earned a Doctorate in Medicine (M.D.) from Thomas Jefferson 
University Medical College, and a Master’s in Healthcare Delivery Science from 
Dartmouth College. His clinical responsibilities include providing orthopedic care to 
children from birth through twenty-one with sub-specialization including the care of 
children with cerebral palsy and other neuromuscular diseases, and children with 
orthopedic problems as a result of hematologic disorders (sickle cell disease and 
hemophilia). Dr. Dabney co-directs the Cerebral Palsy Division/program which is one of 
the largest in the country..  He is nationally and internationally recognized in the 
orthopedic treatment of cerebral palsy.  Dabney holds his primary academic appointment 
as Associate  Professor of Orthopedic surgery at Thomas Jefferson University College of 
Medicine and is also Clinical Assistant Professor of Orthopedic Surgery at Georgetown 
University College of Medicine. He is a Fellow of the American Academy of Orthopedic 
Surgeons and is board certified by the American Board of Orthopedic Surgeons.  Special 
honors include his induction into the American Orthopedic Association (honor society for 
academic orthopedic surgeons and Best Doctors of America. 



     Administratively, he is an active member of the Strategy Council at the Nemours 
duPont Hospital for Children and is the Clinical Director for the Nemours Office of 
Health Equity and Inclusion..  The Office is responsible for cultural competency training 
of all Nemours associates, as well as diversity, inclusion and health equity efforts within 
Nemours treats. To date, the office has won 4 awards for its work in health equity. 
Recently, Dr. Dabney also started the Pediatric Health Equity Collaborative, a consortium 
of pediatric hospitals in the United States and Canada that champion efforts in pediatric 
health equity He also initiated the Nemours Health Equity Consortium, a local 
stakeholder group focused on pediatric health equity in Delaware.  Dr. Dabney along 
with the Delaware Technical Institute conceptualized “STEM-UP Delaware”, Delaware’s 
“pipeline” program for underrepresented minorities interested in the medical field. The 
program exposes, mentors, and provides academic support in math and science to 
minority students in Delaware. He has over seventy publications in the subject matter of 
both cerebral palsy and health equity.  He has written numerous book chapters, and 
served as a section editor on the book Cerebral Palsy. Dr. Dabney is licensed to practice 
in the states of Delaware, Pennsylvania, and Maryland.  His greatest accomplishment is 
his marriage of 27 years to Monica and his two adult children, Christian and Courtney. 

Rita Landgraf 
 
Rita Landgraf joined the University of Delaware’s College of Health Sciences in early 
2017 as professor of practice and distinguished health and social services administrator in 
residence.  She also serves as director of the UD Partnership for Healthy Communities, a 
cross-college, cross-state initiative.  
 
Prior to joining the faculty at UD, she served as Cabinet Secretary of the Delaware 
Department of Health and Social Services from Jan. 22, 2009 through Feb 6, 2017, under 
Governor Jack Markell’s administration. As Secretary, she led the principal agency 
charged with keeping Delawareans healthy, ensuring they get the health care they need, 
and providing children, families, individuals with disabilities and seniors with the 
essential services they depend on. She managed one of the largest departments in 
Delaware’s government, with an annual budget of more than $2 billion.  
 
Under her leadership, DHSS has provided a wide range of services -- from health care to 
child care to benefits assistance -- all while helping to coordinate the state’s response to 
health care reform efforts; advancing community supports for Delaware’s fast-growing 
older population, persons with serious and persistent mental illness and individuals with 
disabilities; and increasing prevention, treatment and recovery services to combat the 
state’s ongoing addiction epidemic. She led the State of Delaware’s successful efforts to 
meet the requirements of the  
 Settlement Agreement it entered into with the U.S. Department of Justice with the goal 
of promoting recovery and community integration of individuals with Serious and 
Persistent Mental Illness.  The USDOJ recognized Delaware for being the first state to 
achieve this level of transformation within the stated five-year timeframe. 
 



Rita currently serves on the Board of the Delaware Center for Health Innovation, the 
Executive Advisory Boards of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Delaware 
and atTAcK addiction. 
 
She is a former executive director of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
Delaware and of The Arc of Delaware, which advocates for people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. She is also a former president of AARP Delaware. 
	
Jerry C. Johnson, M.D. 
 
Jerry Johnson, M.D., Professor of Medicine and Chief, Geriatric Medicine Division, 
University of Pennsylvania, is nationally recognized for expertise and leadership in 
aging, faculty development, and minority health care.  Dr. Johnson is former President of 
the American Geriatrics Society, and is currently Vice Chair of the Health in Aging 
Foundation, the public outreach arm of the American Geriatrics Society.   For the past 15 
years, Dr. Johnson has been the principal investigator and project director of a HRSA -
funded Center of Excellence for Diversity in Health Education and Research, a Center 
which aims to assist in the recruitment and development of minority faculty and students 
and to facilitate and conduct education and research on minority health issues.   In 1998, 
Dr. Johnson was awarded a three-year grant from the Arthur Vining Davis Foundation to 
develop a model of faculty and student education in Cultural Competence and has 
continued to establish programs and consult on cross cultural education in health care.   
As past Principal Investigator (PI) of an NIH P30 Resource Center for Minority Aging 
Research, and PI or co-investigator of other research projects aimed at eliminating health 
disparities, Dr. Johnson has established regional   infrastructures to conduct and facilitate 
health equity research in partnership with minority communities.  His current research 
focuses on palliative care and end of life research in partnership with the African 
American Church Community.    
 
Dr. Johnson has a longstanding interest in quality of care issues: member, Geriatric 
Medicine Advisory Panel of the National Committee for Quality Assurance; was a 
member of the Steering Committee, Healthcare Disparities and Cultural Competency 
Consensus Standards, National Quality Forum (2010);  member, clinical review panel 
member of the Assessing the Care of Vulnerable Elders Project (2006) panel; co-chair of 
the  Dementia Performance Measures workgroup, Physician Consortium Performance 
Improvement, American Medical Association (2010).     

 
	


